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1 . Claims 1-6 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Sugaya 
(EP 0986214 A2 "Date of publication: 15.03.2000"). 

In the claim 1 , See figure 4, Sugaya discloses in a transmission controlling method 
where an access for transmission between a plurality of communicating stations is 
executed based on control information transmitted from the control station (see 
abstract); comprising: 

Prescribing a predetermined frame period (FIG.4, see col. 7, lines 31-49, shows a 
structure of signal transmitted between the respective stations (radio transmitting 
apparatus 1 to 7, 10) within the network system of the present embodiment. The 
present example is arranged to define a frame cycle for transmitting data); 
Providing a management information transmitting field (figure 4, management 
information transmitting region) in frame period (see col. 7, lines 31-49); 
Providing a station sync transmit / receive interval (see figure 4, station synchronous 
transmission and receiving interval) in management information transmitting field (figure 

4. management information transmitting region) (see col. 7, lines 31-49); 



Application/Control Number: 09/812,363 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2664 

Designating a arbitrary communication station (radio transmitting apparatus 1 to 7, 10) 
to transmit a station synchronization signal thereto at a plurality of frame period intervals 
during station synchronous transmission and receiving interval (see col. 7, lines 31-49). 
4. In the claim 5, see figure 4, Sugaya discloses in a transmission controlling 
method where an access for transmission between a plurality of communicating stations 
is executed based on control information transmitted from the control station (see 
abstract); comprising: 

a radio transmission apparatus which serves as a control station of a network (see 
abstract, Sugaya discloses in a transmission controlling method where an access for 
transmission between a plurality of communicating stations is executed based on 
control information transmitted from the control station) when a plurality of transmission 
apparatus (radio transmitting apparatus 1 to 7, 10) form network to transmit information 
among a plurality of other communicating stations (see figure 1, col. 5, lines 31-42); 
communication processing means for transmitting and receiving a radio signal (see 
figure 1, col. 4, lines 31-49); 

station synchronizing setting means for transmitting a synchronizing signal which 
determines a frame period using communication processing 
(FIG.4, see col. 7, lines 31-49, shows a structure of signal transmitted between the 
respective stations (radio transmitting apparatus 1 to 7, 10) within the network system of 
the present embodiment. The present example is arranged to define a frame cycle for 
transmitting data); 
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designating a management information transmitting field (management information 
transmitting region, see figure 4) within frame period (frame configuration) and setting a 
station synchronous transmission and receiving interval (station synchronous 
transmission and receiving interval) during which communicating stations (radio 
transmitting apparatus 1 to 7, 10) forming network transmit and receive information 
within management information transmitting field (management information transmitting 
region, see col. 7, lines 31-49); 

down-link control information (the management information broadcast interval) 
transmitting means for transmitting down-link control information for notifying a specific 
communication station (identification Number ID, see figures 5A-5H, col. 9, lines 10-58, 
col. 10, lines 1-58, col. 11, lines 1-58) which transmits during station sync transmit / 
receive interval (station transmitting and receiving interval, see figure 4). 
5. In the claim 6, see figure 4, Sugaya discloses in a transmission controlling 
method where an access for transmission between a plurality of communicating stations 
is executed based on control information transmitted from the control station (see 
abstract); comprising: 

a radio transmission apparatus which serves as a control station of a network (see 
abstract, Sugaya discloses in a transmission controlling method where an access for 
transmission between a plurality of communicating stations is executed based on 
control information transmitted from the control station) when a plurality of transmission 
apparatus (radio transmitting apparatus 1 to 7, 10) form network to transmit information 
among a plurality of other communicating stations (see figure 1, col. 7, lines 31-47); 
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communication processing means for transmitting and receiving a radio signal (see 
figure 1, col. 7, lines 31-47); 

station synchronizing setting means for transmitting a synchronizing signal which 
determines a frame period using communication processing (FIG.4, see col. 7, lines 31- 
47, shows a structure of signal transmitted between the respective stations (radio 
transmitting apparatus 1 to 7, 10) within the network system of the present embodiment. 
The present example is arranged to define a frame cycle for transmitting data); 
designating a management information transmitting field (management information 
transmitting region, see figure 4) within frame period (frame configuration) and setting a 
station sync transmit / receive interval (station synchronous transmission and receiving 
interval) during which communicating stations (radio transmitting apparatus 1 to 7, 10) 
forming network transmit and receive information within management information 
transmitting field (management information transmitting region, see col. 7, lines 31-47); 
down-link control information (the management information broadcast interval) receiving 
means for designating a communicating station from which information is transmitted at 
a designated position within management information transmitting field (Identification 
Number ID, see figures 5A-5H, col. 9, lines 10-58, col. 10, lines 1-58, col. 11, lines 1- 
58); and transmitting and receiving means for transmitting and receiving information 
based on a designation of down-link management information (Identification Number ID, 
see figures 5A-5H, col. 9, lines 10-58, col. 10, lines 1-58, col. 11, lines 1-58). 
6. In the claims 2, 4, Sugaya discloses in order to specify a communicating station 
(Identification Number ID, see figures 5A-5H, col. 9, lines 10-58, col. 10, lines 1-58, col. 
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1 1 , lines 1-58) to transmit during station sync transmit / receive interval (station 
synchronous transmission and receiving interval, see figure 4), down-link control 
information (the management information broadcast interval) is provided within 
management information transmitting field (management information transmitting 
region, see col. 7, lines 31-47) and a control station (see abstract) designates in 
advance a communicating station for transmitting information in frame period (frame 
configuration, see figure 4) based on down-link control information (Identification 
Number ID, see figures 5A-5H, col. 9, lines 10-58, col. 10, lines 1-58, col. 11, lines 1- 
58). 

7. In the claim 3, Sugaya discloses frame period in which station synchronizing 
signal is transmitted is changed depending on the number of communicating station 
forming the network (see col. 5, lines 16-25, see col. 8, lines 1-23) (see col. 7, lines 31- 
47). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chuong ho whose telephone number is (571 )272-3133. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00AM-4:00PM. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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